A   FAMOUS   ANTIQUARY
not fallen to his lot to publish the Farington diary.
Homes of the Past, by W. H. Helm, a magnificent volume
profusely illustrated from pen-and-ink drawings by A. C.
Chappelow, was a book greatly to his taste. Mr. W. H.
Helm is a distinguished East-Anglian antiquary who is
also an ardent Francophile. Though he loves France,
and speaks French easily, it cannot be denied that his
accent leaves something to be desired. It Is, indeed,
unmistakably, nay, comically British, a fact which he
himself readily acknowledges. Once, he told me, he
was called on to make a speech to an audience composed
entirely of French people. When he had sat down, one
of his listeners, wishing to be polite, approached him
and, with exquisite urbanity, said, 'Monsieur, pray,
from what part of France do you come?'
In striking contrast to W. H. Helm's Great Houses
of the Past was a book by one who is certainly the owner
of a 'Great House' of the present; but it is a great house
'with a difference'. I mean The Romance of Commerce,
by H. Gordon Selfridge. If my memory does not
deceive me, Mr. Selfridge also furnished a valuable
introduction to the Fugger News Letters, another publica-
tion of first-rate historical importance published by The
Bodley Head.
I wonder how many people, reading the passage
which follows, would succeed in guessing its authorship:
*A Japanese garden, such as the Imperial Gardens of
Kyoto, is, above everything, a Place of Peace. No
sounds, save those of the falling water and rare voices
of birds, spoil that utter silence which envelops the
Imperial Gardens as with a gossamer veil. Silence!
You cannot guess the meaning of the word till you have
roamed amid the flaming maples, leaned over the little
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